     Member Profile – Bill Coffey 
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This issues member profile is on member # 63 - Dr. Bill Coffey  in Gainesville FL.- A few weeks ago Bill was kind enough to send me a note with compliments on our new website and in turn I asked if he would like to be our next Member Profile feature in our newsletter – Bill responded with so much information I have to admit it was really hard choosing what to put in since we have such limited space. 

Dr. Bill Coffey was born in Providence Rhode Island and moved to Hollywood Florida as a family in 1954.  So you don’t have to do the math – he has been a Florida resident for 47 years! 

Bill taught in the State education system for 37 years and has a Doctorate Degree (ED.D) in Education and  has been retired for the past three years.

Bill’s 1st car was a 1938 Ford and their after he has owned a 1954 Austin Healy, 1948 Dodge, 1969 TR-6, 1985 Thunderbird, 1977 280Z, 1956 Ford, 1985 Bronco, 1972 240Z and a 1955 Chevrolet.  

Currently he owns a 1998 Pontiac formula 6 speed V-8, 1993 Ford F-250 and of course his 1971 240Z (which is what our feature is about).

When I asked Bill how did he get interested in Z’s this was his response: 

During 1970 I was teaching at Pompano Bach Jr. High School.  One of our older ninth grade boys received a 1970 240Z for his 16th birthday.  He was the only student at the Jr. High with a driver’s license.  Well, every day he left the parking lot with high RPM’s and a cloud of smoke.  Nothing seemed to break on the car as he continued to rag it day after day.  He did go through a couple of sets of rear tires. 

Immediately I entered my deposit to the growing lists of potential Z car owners at bill Daley’s Datsun Dealership in Pompano Beach, Florida.  During March 1971, for $3,800.00.  I owned one of the first three 1971 Z Cars in Broward county.  I still have the car!
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Over the years Bill and is Z-71 got interested in racing and started to seriously compete in 1989.

Bill:
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My first autocross was a local event in 1983.  Running in the prepared class.  The stock engine had headers, triple carbs, 8’ rims with stock tires.  A good street racer but not an auto crosser.  In 1993 we went to SCCA Solo II Nationals in Salina, Kansas.  I finished 9th in an 18 car field and Judi Darden (his co-driver and girlfriend) finished 3rd.  I had the only car with a complete interior and 300 pounds over the minimum weight limit.  

When we arrived back in Gainesville the Z and I had a beer and a long talk.   When you own a car for as long as I have you hold -

conversations.  Z-71 (my tag number since 1971) told me if we go back to the Nationals it did not want to be embarrassed, it wanted to be a real race car.  So the process began to turn the Z into a real racer. 

Bill Coffey continued on next page (
Bill Coffey continued; 
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Since Bill and his Z-71 started racing they have a lot of accomplishments to add under their seatbelt that includes  (more than I can note) such as State Champ 1990, 1993, 1994, 1996 and 1997; National Z Car convention 1995 in Atlanta he won Z Car Only Show 1st place.  He has even been featured in “Sport Compact Magazine January 2000” issue and was a “Readers Rides” feature in the ‘Z Car magazine’.  But he is most proud off his accomplishment in 1998 Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers! (I wonder if his Z is maybe mentioned in that?) 
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Bill also mentioned for all those racing nuts his best times with a weight of 2200lbs

 1/8 mile time @ 8.7 sec with a best mile speed at 81mpg.  

¼ mile time @ 13.2 sec with a best mile speed at 106mph. 

Car specs are as follows: 

Engine: 

1978 L28 block 2800cc bored 40 over 

L-28 crank – micro polished 

Euro spec 280 pistons with 2cc pop up – 13:1 
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Turbo oil pump with 8qt Nissan competition oil pan 

Schooler #467 camshaft 

1971 E-31 head with 280 valves and Nissan Motor Sports springs, 

qty 3 44PPH Mikuni solex carburetors 

Mallory electric fuel pump

Canon intake (long), match ported 

Nissan Competition headers 

Crank triggered ignition 

 Stock 4 speed (4th gear 1:1) 

Tilton Twin disc and flywheel clutch assembly - balanced

Datsun comp. Oil cooler with 1qt accusump 

R200 390 Datsun rear end 

 Front Suspension: 

Ground control coil overs & camber plates

MacPhearson strut

Koni #9308 shocks






     Engine out & ready for Repairs! Broken Crank
Datsun comp. 7/8” anti-swap bar

Wildwood disc brakes 

Rear Suspension: 

Macphearson struts

Koni #9309 shocks 

275 lbs 2 ½” diameter springs

¾” Datsun comp. Anti-sway bar 

1977 280 drilled discs with semi metallic pads

Wheels & tires are Dura lite 16x12 with Hoosier slicks 23.5 x 11.5 x 16 

8-gallon atl fuel cell 





Safety features – roll cage, 5 point auto pro safety harness 

Sparco removable steering wheel 





Bills nice rig and comfy home for Z-71

Front and rear fenders have been flared – rear quarter panel extended and rolled.   Side- back quarter, rear window - lexan

Painted clear over – dark blue (general motors 1981) and white stripes (ford white 1992) – which matches his ford F-350 tow truck 

Currently Bill is rebuilding his engine and expects to have many rides in the future to enjoy so keep an eye out for him!  Although Bill is located up in the Gainesville area – maybe one day we can all go root him on at an event that he might have down near Tampa!

Many thanks to Bill for the time he took to provide us with all this information – on the next page I was able to squeeze in the feature article from the Z Car Magazine issue Spring 1997 –however didn’t have enough room for the rest – I will be creating a nice feature page on our website in the “Club Carz” section with all of Bills info – including items we couldn’t squeeze in here –wait a week or so and I will have it up for you(  Thanks – Michelle 



Here is a picture of Bill in the 70’s racing his Z-71 – comment on the back of the picture read – “A long time ago on a Sunday afternoon in the Ocala National Forest…. I ran this Ferrari 3 times for 3 wins on a ½ mile drag course!  He hated it.. that’s why we ran 3 times!”























